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[CHAPTER 772]
AN ACT

Providing for the manner of payment of taxes on gross production of minerals,
. including gas and oil, in Oklahoma.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever
restricted Indian lands in the State of Oklahoma are subject to gross
production tax on minerals, including oil and gas, the Secretary of
the Interior, in his discretion, may cause such tax or taxes due the
State of Oklahoma to be paid in the manner provided for by the
statutes of the State of Oklahoma.

Approved, August 25, 1937.

[CHAPTER 773}
AN ACT

To authorize a modification of the project for the control of floods in Lowell
Creek, Alaska.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the project
for the control of floods in Lowell Creek, Alaska, is hereby modified
in accordance with the recommendation in House Document Num-
bered 154, Seventy-fifth Congress, first session, and subject to the
conditions set forth therein, the work to be prosecuted under the
direction of the Secretary of War and supervision of the Chief of
Engineers,

Approved, August 25, 1937.

[CHAPTER 774] \
AN ACT

To regulate proceedings in adoption in the District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That jurisdiction
is hereby conferred ugon the District Court of the United States for
the District of Columbia to hear and determine petitions and decrees
of adoption of any adult or child (hereinafter called adoptee) with
authority to make such rules, not inconsistent with this Act, as shall
bring fully before the court for consideration the interests of the
adoptee, the natural parents, the petitioner, and any other properly
interested party. No petition shall be considered by the court unless
petitioner’s spouse joins in the petition or consents to the adoption.

thlrlsdlction is conferred if either of the following circumstances
exist :

gl) If petitioner is a legal resident of the District of Columbia;

2) If petitioner has actually resided in the District of Columbia
for at least one year.

The petition shall state, so far as known, the name, age, race, occu-
pation, and address of the natural parents, when known, and of the
petitioner, whether the petitioner is married or single, the age and
sex of the adoptee, the property owned by the adoptee, and such other
facts as the court may require. o .

The court shall thereupon, if the adoptee is under twenty-one years
of age, issue a rule with copy of the petition attached, which shall be
served in such manner as the court shall therein direct, directed to
all parties to the petition who do not appear and consent to the
adoption, and to the Board of Public Welfare to verify the allega-
tions of the petition, to make a thorough investigation for the purpose
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of ascertaining if the adoptee is a proper subject for adoption and
if the home of the petitioner is a suitable one for the adoptee and
within a period not in excess of sixty days to report its findings with
recommendations to the court. If an investigation already has been
made by a social agency approved by the court, the Board of Public
Welfare shall accept it instead of making one itself : Provided, That
the foregoing provisions of this section relating to investigations and
reports by the Board of Public Welfare or an approved social agency
shall not apply, if an investigation has already been made by a recog-
nized religious or fraternal organization, having under its care minors
for adoption, no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit
of any private shareholder or individual, and if such organization
appears in the proceeding and reports to the court the results of its
investigation and its recommendations with respect to the adoption.

Skc. 2. If adoptee is under twenty-one years of age, no decree of
adoption shall be made unless the court shall find that the following
persons have consented to the adoption: Adoptee, if fourteen or more
years of age; and the natural parents or adoptive parents by a pre-
vious adoption, if living. The consent of the father of an adoptee
born out of wedlock shall not be necessary unless he has both acknowl-
edged the adoptee and contributed voluntarily to its support. The
consent of a parent who is a minor shall not be voidable because of
that minority.

If adoptee shall have attained the age of twenty-one years or over,
the only consents which shall be required are those of such adoptee,
and its spouse, if any.

The consent of a natural parent, or parents, or adoptive parents by
a previous adoption, may &a dispensed with (1) where after such
notice as the court shall direct it shall appear to the court that such
person or persons cannot be located ; (2) where they have been perma-
nently deprived of custody of the adoptee by court order; (3) where
it shall appear to the court that they have abandoned the adoptee
and voluntarily failed to contribute to his or her sup}iort for a period
of at least one year next preceding the date of the filing of the peti-
tion ; or (4) where investigation has shown to the satisfaction of the
court extraordinary cause why such consent should be dispensed with.

Sko. 8. After considering the petition, the consents, and such evi-
dence as the parties and any other properly interested dperson may
wish to present, the court may enter a final decree of adoption if it
is satisfied (:f that adoptee is physically, mentally, and otherwise
suitable for adoption tgrthe petitioner; (gs that the petitioner is fit
and able to give the adoptee a proper ixome and education; and (c)
that the change will be for the interests of adoptee.

No final decree of adoption shall be entered unless the adoptee shall
have been living with the adoptor at least six months prior to the
filing of the %etltion. 1£, however, it shall appear in the interests of
the adoptee, the court may enter an interlocutory decree for adoption,
which decree shall by its terms automatically become a final decree of
adoption on a day therein named, which shall not be more than six
months from the entry of such interlocutory decree unless such decree
shall be set aside for cause shown. If it shall :ﬁpear in the interests
of the adoptee, the Board of Public Welfare shall visit the adoptee
during the period of the interlocutory decree at regular intervals.

Sec. 4. Notice of a final decree of adcigZiOn shall be sent to the
Bureau of Vital Statistics of the Health Department. This Bureau
shall cause to be made a new record of the birth in the new name and
with the names of the adoptor and shall then cause to be sealed and
filed the original birth certificate with the order of the court and
such sealed package shall be opened only by order of court.
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Skc. 5. Entry of a final decree of adoption shall establish the rela-
tion of natural parent and natural child between adoptor and adoptee
for all purposes including mutual rights of inheritance and succes-
sion the same as if adoptee was born of adoptor, except that adoptee
shall not inherit from collateral relatives of or the parents of adoptor
although such collateral relatives and parents of adoptor shall have
the right of inheritance from adoptee. All rights and duties includin
those of inheritance and succession between adoptee, his or her natura%
parents, their issue, collateral relatives, and so forth, shall be cut off.
In the event one of the natural parents shall be the spouse of peti-
tioner, then the rights and relations as between adoptee, such natural
parent, and his or her parents and collateral relatives, including
mutual rights of inheritance and succession, shall in nowise be altered.

The family name of the adoptee shall be changed to that of adoptor
unless the decree shall otherwise provide, and the given name of the
adoptee may be fixed or changed at the same time.

Sec. 6. Records and papers in adoption proceedings, after the peti-
tion is filed and prior to the entry of a final decree, shall be open to
inspection by the parties or their attorneys and members of the Board

~of Public Welfare or their agents, upon order of the court. Upon

the entry of a final decree the Board of Public Welfare and the clerk
of the court shall seal all papers in the proceedings. Said seals shall
not be broken, and said papers shall not be inspected by any person,
including the parties to the proceeding, except upon order of the court.
'Apglication for leave to inspect papers in adoption proceedings shall
be by petition and shall be granted only for extraordinary cause
shown. The court may appoint a master to consider and investigate
the facts upon which such a petition is based, who shall make his
findings and recommendations to the court.

The clerk of the court shall keep a docket of all adoption proceed-
ings which shall only be inspected upon order of the court upon the
same conditions hereinabove set out for the inspection of papers.

Sec. 7. Section 395 (title 15, sec. 1, New Code) of the Code of Law
of the District of Columbia is hereby repealed. The provisions hereof
shall have no retroactive effect and shall not be construed as affecting
in any way the rights and relations obtained by any decree of adop-
tion entered heretofore, and all g:oceedings instituted and pending on
the date of this enactment shall be carried to their final determination
in accordance with the provisions of section 895 as if this Act had not
been enacted, and all orders and decrees entered therein shall remain
valid and binding on all parties thereby affected.

Approved, August 25, 1937.

[CHAPTER 775]
AN ACT

For the relief of certain applicants for oil and gas permits and leases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secre-
tal('f of the Interior is hereby authorized and directed to issue oil
and gas prospecting permits pursuant to applications filed therefor
under section 13 of the Act of February 25, 1920 (41 Stat. 437)
ninety days or more prior to the date of the amendatory Act of
August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 674), by Blanche S. Trigg, attorney in
fact for the respective applicants, said applications aring serial
numbers Las Cruces 050186, 050589, 050590, 050591, 050592, 050595,
050607, 050903, 050911, 050912, 050913, 050914, 050916, 050917, 050918,
050922, 051017, 051018, 051052, 051053, 051054, 051055, 051056, 051125,
051127, 051128, 051129, 051160, 051161, 051162, 051163, 051173, 051201,



